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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 206  

By  Mitchell 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to congratulate and honor Reverend David 

Royalty upon the occasion of his twenty-fifth 
anniversary as pastor of First Baptist Church 
Joelton. 

 
 WHEREAS, it is appropriate that the members of this General Assembly should honor 

those individuals who have answered a divine call to the ministry and who have served with 

dedication, vigor, and enthusiasm to perform God’s work for their congregations and their 

communities; and 

 WHEREAS, Reverend David Royalty is one such stalwart servant of the Lord, who has 

faithfully served as the pastor of First Baptist Church Joelton for twenty-five years, a noteworthy 

milestone; and 

 WHEREAS, a native of Kentucky, Reverend Royalty has led his flock and lived out the 

exhortation of 2 Timothy 4:2, “Preach the word of God.  Be prepared, whether the time is 

favorable or not.  Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good teaching”; and 

 WHEREAS, following the leadership of this visionary who spearheaded the building of a 

beautiful new sanctuary in 1999, First Baptist Church Joelton has grown to 3,000 members, with 

more than 1,350 souls won for the Lord during Reverend Royalty’s tenure; and 

 WHEREAS, under his direction, First Baptist Church Joelton has continually grown and 

supported its numerous outreach ministries, including Jefferson Street Bridge Ministry, 

Riverbend Prison Ministry, Aphesis House Ministry, La Espiga Mission in Durango, Mexico, the 

College Student Campus Outreach, the Good News Club at Joelton Elementary School, 

Christian Sportsmen Club, Christian Street Rodders Club, Upward Sports Foundation 

Basketball Program, and many other ministry-based organizations; and 
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 WHEREAS, as pastor of First Baptist Church Joelton, Reverend Royalty’s integrity and 

compassion have become renowned, escalating him to the position of one of the most well-

regarded members of the Tennessee clergy; and 

 WHEREAS, originally bringing his wife, Linda Carol Royalty, and son, Chris Royalty, to 

serve with him, Reverend Royalty’s family now includes his lovely daughter-in-law, Erin, and five 

beautiful granddaughters:  Grace, London, Violet, Savannah, and Anniston; and 

 WHEREAS, Reverend Royalty was delighted when his son committed himself to preach 

the word of God, and now that son pastors his own church; and 

 WHEREAS, the good people residing on the Joelton mountaintop and beyond proclaim 

Isaiah 52:7 in honor of Reverend Royalty:  “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the 

messenger who brings Good News, the Good News of peace and salvation, the news that the 

God of Israel reigns”; and 

 WHEREAS, Reverend Royalty’s commitment to God, his total allegiance to the 

infallibility of the Bible, his spiritual leadership, and his love for people, as demonstrated over his 

past twenty-five years of service, are worthy of respect and admiration; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE 

CONCURRING, that we hereby congratulate and honor Reverend David Royalty on the 

celebration of his twenty-fifth anniversary as pastor of First Baptist Church Joelton and extend to 

him our best wishes for his every future success. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


